MUNFW, Inc.

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
61st SESSION
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chair Noah Zerbe, Humboldt State University, at 1:06 p.m., Saturday, April 9, 2011.
2. Roll Call and Quorum: Roll Call of the Member Schools was taken and quorum established.

3. Minutes: The Minutes of the 60th Session Membership Meeting were approved.

4. Agenda: The Agenda was adopted as submitted. 

5. Appointment of the General (9-15) and Rules Committees (5-9): No business was presented for the General and Rules Committees, and no reports were received.

6. Election of the Student Representatives to MUNFW, Inc. Board of Directors: 

Nominations for Student Representatives were held. The following students were selected by vote.
a. Scott Cecil – Chandler Gilbert Community College
b. Nora Nicholl – Dominican University
c. Jazmyn Li – Willamette University

7. Report of the Executive Director: Jennifer Edwards thanked the faculty advisors and student representatives for preparing their delegates well for the conference. The conference has been going well and there have only been positive reports so far. She asked anyone with issues or concerns to let her know. 
8. Report of the 60th Session: Co-Secretary Generals Alexandra Lohman and Alexandra Carter from CSU-Long Beach thanked the membership for allowing them to be secretary generals for the 60th session. They were very pleased with the High Level Event and were excited to see it return for the 61st session as the Special Session in the GA. They hope that the ICJ can be run again in the future if more delegates apply. The membership and the board thanked them for their service.
9. Report of the 61st Session: Co-Secretary Generals Greg Doyle from Heidelberg University and Caroline Cox from Whittier College reported that the conference was running smoothly with very few problems. The committees have begun to caucus and are staying on track. Resolutions are being generated on time. The GA Special Session was going well. Delegates are discussing a draft resolution submitted by the SGs. The goal is to have a ministerial declaration adopted by consensus. If no consensus is found, there will be a presidential statement that summarizes the efforts taken by the committee. President Barrons reported that the ICJ had to be cancelled. He thanked the secretariat and MUNRFE for all of their hard work writing the topics, and finalizing the rules and the process. Unfortunately, there were not enough applications for the court to make it feasible. (Discussion about holding an ICJ for the 62nd session is presented below.)
10. Report of the 62nd Session: Secretary General Stephen Protasiewicz and Under Secretary General Elizabeth Theunen of Arizona State University presented their revised agenda for the 62nd Session. The conference title is Cutting the Gordian Knot: Addressing the International Community’s Greatest Problems in the Twenty-First Century. The session will be run as a consortium including ASU, Humboldt State University, Holy Names University, MUNRFE, College of St Benilde and Western Oregon University. Heidelberg University offered to help with the World Press.
Discussion was held regarding the inclusion of the ICJ. The secretariat was not opposed to including the court. Suggestions for how to recruit were given such as recruiting students based on their performance at MUNFW this year. The question was raised about why so few delegates applied, is it an issue of teaching, support? Several faculty members expressed their concern about preparing one student for a different type of committee as well as fitting the ICJ with course requirements. The application deadline was an issue for some with some faculty seeing the application deadline as too soon and others too late. A straw poll was taken asking the membership how many would be interested in having an ICJ AND would be willing to have students who would participate. Based on interest at this time, there will not be an ICJ at the 62nd session. 
A brief discussion was held regarding the brochure. The times listed are a suggested schedule to show the amount of time in committee, not the official break schedule. The membership reviewed the agenda topics and committees. Membership approved the agenda by consensus.
11. Bid to Host the 63rd Session: Marc O’Reilly and Ali Sayre from Heidelberg University presented a bid to host the 63rd Session. The working title is Struggle to Exist: Sustainable Development and Human Rights. A list of potential committees and topics was presented. Schools interested in being part of the Consortium should contact Heidelberg University as soon as possible. President Huntington of Heidelberg University expressed his and the University’s full support of the bid, Ali Sayre and Dr. O’Reilly. A revised agenda will be submitted next year for approval if the bid is accepted.
The Meeting will be suspended at 2:20 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 10th.
_________________________
At 3:07 p.m. on April 10th the meeting reconvened, roll was taken and quorum was re-established.
12. Report of MUNFW, Inc.: Ross Barrons, President of the Board, reported on the actions of the Board. He reminded the Membership that Member Schools are the shareholders of the corporation. MUNFW, Inc. is doing well running in the black for the first three quarters of the year. We have a surplus this year as we budgeted for 450 delegates but have over 550 this session. 

The board has taken several actions on behalf of the membership this year: 
a. The board cancelled the ICJ for lack of applications.
b. The board has negotiated contracts with the Hyatt Burlingame for 2013, 2014 and 2015. The room rates will remain the same at $120. It was noted by the membership that the parking rates have increased. 
c. The board continues efforts to improve the academic standards for the conference. The quality of resolutions has improved, e.g., more resolutions are including budgeting. The volunteers for UNITAR were thanked. The board will be raising the bar again related to the use of the English language. Faculty members are encouraged to remind students that every document submitted is read and scored by someone who works at the UN. The next UNITAR session will include a discussion of the role of the substantive officer to review the content of resolutions and provide constructive feedback. Faculty are asked to remind students that as delegates they can put forth an amendment to correct errors in a resolution. The board emphasized that one role of MUNFW is to help students with their career development, as a professional they will need to learn how to write well under time pressure. 
President Barrons announced the following information:

a. Schools that host a one-day conference are encouraged to let Jennifer Edwards know and she will post an announcement on the MUNFW page. 
b. If you know of any schools that might be interested in coming to MUNFW, please let Jennifer Edwards, Janet Slanczka, or Ross Barrons know. 
c. Heidelberg University is producing a video of the conference that will be available by CD and posted on a MUNFW YouTube channel. The video can be used as training material.
d. Faculty and student representatives were asked to remind delegates about the need to wear western business attire. It was agreed that a tasteful lapel pin with a delegate’s country is allowed, but no flags are allowed on the tables.

 
Discussion was held about the dates of the 2014 conference. The membership asked that the conference be switched to a Thursday-Monday schedule for 2014 only, so that the conference does not conflict with Passover. President Barrons will ask the hotel if these days are available.

13. Election of Officers for MUNFW, Inc.: The MUNFW, Inc. Board consists of the outgoing, current, and incoming secretariat (SG) and advisor, three students reps, five community representatives (selected by the Board), and the Officers. The Membership retains control of the Board through votes at the Membership meeting. The slate of officers presented by Ross Barrons was approved.

a. President- Ross Barrons

b. Vice President- Michele Cervantes

c. Secretary - Mary Pettenger

d. Treasurer - Janet Slanczka

14. Election of Chair of Membership: Noah Zerbe, Humboldt State University was nominated as Chair of Membership. He was elected unanimously. 

15. Selection of the Host of the 63rd Session: Discussion was held concerning the bid from Heidelberg University. A motion was made and seconded to approve the bid. The Membership Committee voted unanimously to approve the bid.

16. Old Business

a. Document Submission (see Report of MUNFW, Inc.)
b. Non-traditional (non-UN) bodies/committees – no report was given, the agenda item is closed.

c. Outreach – thanks was expressed to the student representatives for their outreach to new schools.
17. New Business: NMUN is interested in holding a conference in November on the west coast. The Membership decided by consensus to have the Board initiate a discussion with NMUN to see what would evolve.
A discussion was held regarding texting in committee. It was agreed that there was a legitimate use for phones for the purpose of research and communicating with other delegates. Chairs would need to enforce the proper use of phones.
18. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.
